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XIV. A Letter from the Rev. Henry Miles,
D.D. and F.R.S. toHenry Baker, F.R. .
concerning an Aurora Borealis feen Jan.

23. 1750-51I.

Dear Sir,
Read Feb. 22. N Tuefday, 233 of Fannary laft, 1
1749 was called out, about Six in the

Evening, to fec a ftrange Appearance in the Sky, in
the Weft. Sufpeiing it to be an ordinary Aurora, [
did not make great Hate—When I came out, I faw
a Cloud (not large) of an obfcure red Colour, but
much deeper than-any I had cver feen before, which,
I was informed, rofe from the S. W. it was then
advancing apace to the N. E. and quickly reached
the Zenith, when, it being intercepted by the Houfe,
I haftened to the other Front, which regards the N E.
by which time there appecared a luminous Zone, about
the Breadth of the Galaxy, its Edges regularly defined,
compafling the Hemifphere, from the Horizon in the
N. E. to the Zecnith, in the fame Direction, in which
the above-mentioned Cloud had pafled (as far as I
faw its Coutft) from the S. W. The Colour was
much fainter, and more luminous, refembling the
ufual Colour of an Aurora, and the Lamine or
Streamecrs foon appeared—upon this, not being well
fenced againit the Wind, which blew brisk, I went
in, to purfuc my Intention of viewing the two
beautiful Planets, Fupiter and Fenus, with a refleét-
ing Telefcope, made by my ingenious Friend Mr.
Shert of Surrey-ffrect (the grearcft magritying Power
of whicii is about 200 Times;; and after I had

viewed
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viewed them to my Satisfaltion, and facwed them
to fome Friends, when I was about to put up the
Infirument, a Cloud, of ncar the Size ot the firft,
but not fo deep a Colour, appeared, rifing up from
the S. W. which procccdcd in a Linc with the
Planets, and, in" a little time, furrcunded both:
Venus appcaring fiill, to the naked Eyc, in her full
Luftre, I immediately vicwed her with the Telcfcope,
without altering the Focus, and faw her much more
diftin&ly than cver I had done, on that Evening, or
on any other, and of the famc Opinion were all my
Fricnds as to the Sight they had of her, on that Oc-
cafion: We all faw her Spots plain, refembling thofe
in the Moon ; which I was never fo happy as to have
a Sight of bcforc-——and this, while the Cloud feemed
to furround it, as much as ever: But whether the
Vapour might be really rarer near thc Planct, than
it was at fome Diftance, no Judgment could be made,
becaufe of her too powcrful Light,

Many have obferved the fixed Stars to appear thro’
the Vapour with an undiminifhed Light oftentimes :
And our great Dr. Halley tells us, in his Account of
that rcmark').b e Aurora, which was feen in March,
1714-16. that he obferved ¢ onc of the Lamine
« pafs fuccefiively over all the Stars of the litte Bear,
<« without ef"dcmo the fmaller oncs, in the Tail, of
<« the fifth Magnit tude 5 firch was the extreme laanty
« and Perfpicuity of the Matter whereof it confifted.”
Phi!l. Tmnf Ne 347.

I had the Honour this Week to receive a Lettc
from Dr. Short of Sheffield, the Author of an Accomt
of feveral Meteors, in the Phil. Tranf. N° 459. in
which he fays, © The 23d paft; at Six at Nighr, the

“ Sky
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¢« Sky being ovetclouded, all the Clouds over the
« Hemifphere, turned of a fudden to a decp ‘blood-
¢ red Colour, for fifteen Minutes; then fucceeded red
< Streamers for half an Hour.”

Tooting, Feb. 16, I am Jour, and the
1749-50. ,
Royal Society's,
moft obedient Servant,

H. MI1LEs,

XV. A Letter from Myr. William Watfon,
E.R.S. to the Royal Society, declaring
that be as well as many others have not been
able to make Odours pafs thro Glafs by
means of Ele&ricity 5 and giving a parti-
cular Account of Profe[for Bofe at Wittem-
berg his Experiment of Beatification, o7

caufing a Glory to appear round a Man's
Head by Elecricity.

GENTLEMEN,

Read Mar. 1. HE Inquiry into the Nature and
1749750 Properties of Elc&ricity has been,
within thefc few Years, the Purfuit of many exccl-
lent and ingenious Perfons; and moft of its extraor-
dinary Phznomena, which have been made to appear
in one Place, have, with propcr Attention to the
requifite Circumftances, appeared in others: But
there



